
Why Certification Is Important: Why Certification Is Important: 
A State’s  PerspectiveA State’s  Perspective

Jane PulaskiJane Pulaski
Interstate Renewable Energy CouncilInterstate Renewable Energy Council

UPExUPEx ’02’02
Austin, TexasAustin, Texas

November 14, 2002November 14, 2002



4 Main Goals4 Main Goals

§§ Promote renewable energyPromote renewable energy
§§ Provide value to practitionersProvide value to practitioners
§§ Promote worker safety and skillPromote worker safety and skill
§§ Promote consumer confidencePromote consumer confidence



What’s driving this effort?What’s driving this effort?

§§ 15 states with System Benefits Charge 15 states with System Benefits Charge 
Funds (i.e., California, New York, Funds (i.e., California, New York, 
Pennsylvania, Washington State, Arizona, Pennsylvania, Washington State, Arizona, 
etc.)etc.)
§§ Other states with incentives, interest and Other states with incentives, interest and 

policiespolicies
§§ Market developmentsMarket developments



2 Examples2 Examples

§§ New YorkNew York
State with SBC and strong commitment to State with SBC and strong commitment to 

solar certification and accreditationsolar certification and accreditation

§§ TexasTexas
State with NO SBC, but taking a practical State with NO SBC, but taking a practical 
approachapproach



NYSERDA’sNYSERDA’s PV Practitioner Initiative:PV Practitioner Initiative:
PON 689PON 689--0202

$ 1 Million in funding available for:$ 1 Million in funding available for:

§§ National certification of instructorsNational certification of instructors
§§ National certification of master trainersNational certification of master trainers
§§ National accreditation of training institutionsNational accreditation of training institutions
§§ National accreditation of continuing National accreditation of continuing 

education programseducation programs



NYSERDA Funding ForNYSERDA Funding For

§§ Equipment and facilitiesEquipment and facilities
§§ Application and audit feesApplication and audit fees
§§ Record keeping systemsRecord keeping systems
§§ Job placementJob placement
§§ Instructor trainingInstructor training
§§ Market assessments to Market assessments to guageguage interestinterest
§§ Marketing of accredited programs to potential Marketing of accredited programs to potential 

studentsstudents
§§ Coordination of programsCoordination of programs



NYSERDA Funding Levels NYSERDA Funding Levels 

$225K maximum funding/proposal for:$225K maximum funding/proposal for:
§§ $10K for certified instructors$10K for certified instructors
§§ $15K for certified master trainers$15K for certified master trainers
§§ $50K for training facilities and equipment$50K for training facilities and equipment
§§ $5K for resource library$5K for resource library
§§ $20K for program marketing and outreach$20K for program marketing and outreach
§§ $15K for market assessment$15K for market assessment
§§ $50K for scholarships$50K for scholarships
§§ $35K for apprenticeship programs$35K for apprenticeship programs
§§ $30K for other innovative and related initiatives$30K for other innovative and related initiatives



NYSERDA PV Incentives for Eligible NYSERDA PV Incentives for Eligible 
Installers (PON 716)Installers (PON 716)

$2.5 million+ available:$2.5 million+ available:
§§ $4/Watt for grid$4/Watt for grid--connected systems eligible for net connected systems eligible for net 

meteringmetering
§§ $4.50/Watt for grid$4.50/Watt for grid--connected systems eligible for net connected systems eligible for net 

metering and installed on New York Energy Star labeled metering and installed on New York Energy Star labeled 
homeshomes

§§ $5/Watt for all grid$5/Watt for all grid--connected systems not eligible for net connected systems not eligible for net 
metering (with the incentive for systems capped at 70% of metering (with the incentive for systems capped at 70% of 
total installed costs for 10kWtotal installed costs for 10kW--15kW systems. 15kW systems. 

§§ Available through December ‘05Available through December ‘05
§§ 11stst come, 1come, 1stst servedserved



How does Texas Match Up to New How does Texas Match Up to New 
York?York?

§§ Texas doesn’t have an SBCTexas doesn’t have an SBC——yetyet
§§ Sophisticated renewable energy industrySophisticated renewable energy industry
§§ Committed interest in certification and Committed interest in certification and 

accreditation initiativesaccreditation initiatives
§§ Taking a practical approachTaking a practical approach——strong desire strong desire 

to be ready with qualified work force when to be ready with qualified work force when 
SBC is in placeSBC is in place



Texas PlanTexas Plan

§§ State Energy Office and Austin Energy joint State Energy Office and Austin Energy joint 
venture (recently signed contract)venture (recently signed contract)
§§ Will designate and train 2 master trainersWill designate and train 2 master trainers
§§ Austin Energy will become accreditedAustin Energy will become accredited
§§ Master trainers will train Austin Energy building Master trainers will train Austin Energy building 

inspectorsinspectors
§§ Marketing of accredited program to potential Marketing of accredited program to potential 

students students 



Need more info?Need more info?
§§ Interstate Renewable Energy CouncilInterstate Renewable Energy Council www.irecusa.orgwww.irecusa.org

Jane PulaskiJane Pulaski jane@goingsolar.orgjane@goingsolar.org

§§ Institute for Sustainable PowerInstitute for Sustainable Power www.ispq.orgwww.ispq.org
Mark Fitzgerald  Mark Fitzgerald  markfitz@ispq.orgmarkfitz@ispq.org

§§ State Energy Conservation OfficeState Energy Conservation Office www.seco.cpa.state.tx.uswww.seco.cpa.state.tx.us
Pam GrocePam Groce pgroce@cpa.state.tx.uspgroce@cpa.state.tx.us

§§ Austin EnergyAustin Energy www.austinenergy.orgwww.austinenergy.org
Leslie LibbyLeslie Libby leslie.libby@austinenergy.comleslie.libby@austinenergy.com

§§ NYSERDANYSERDA www.nyserda.orgwww.nyserda.org
Adele FerrantiAdele Ferranti af1@nyserda.orgaf1@nyserda.org


